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FIND OUT ABOUT
Phoenix Elementary School 
District’s Sesquicentennial 
Celebration, the District’s 
longstanding historical roots, 
student enrollment for Fall 2022, 
and upcoming plans for the 
much-anticipated  
Phoenix #1 Family Center.

OUR PAST
The Phoenix Elementary School District #1 is Arizona’s first 
and oldest free public school district established in 1871. 
Phoenix #1 has lasted 150 years including two pandemics, 
world wars, challenges to the whole concept of a free 
appropriate public education for every child, economic 
depressions, inflations, segregation, corporal punishment, 
rapid growth, overcrowded schools, annexations, inadequate 
funding, fires, declining enrollment, and gentrification. 
More importantly, we survived because our children and 
communities deserved a high-quality, rigorous education where every student achieves academic success.

Phoenix #1 is committed to nurturing young minds and leading students on a journey that prepares them for 
college, career, and life. The district is proud to have 150 years of resiliency under our belt, and we are excited 
to embark on the next 150 years of educating Phoenix’s youth.

Thank you for being part of our journey of honoring our past, celebrating the present, and charting our course 
for the next 150 years!

http://www.phxschools/150th
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Welcome to Phoenix Elementary 
School District #1!

This year, Phoenix Elementary 
made history as we celebrated 
our 150th Anniversary.  Phoenix 
#1 is Arizona’s oldest school 
district dating back to 1871.  
During the last 150 years, the 
district faced pandemics, world 
wars, economic depressions, 
inflations, segregation, rapid 
growth, overcrowded schools, 
annexations, inadequate funding, 
fires, declining enrollment, and 
gentrification.  Through it all, one 
thing has remained constant … 
Phoenix Elementary has provided 
the children of this district with an 
outstanding education and have 
prepared thousands of children 
for high school, college, careers, 
and life. 

Over the last two years, we 
have experienced incredible 
challenges with the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Our families 
and community faced many 
uncertainties including school 
closures, learning from home, 
masking up, and quarantining 
students.  One thing is very clear, 
the Phoenix Elementary students, 
staff, families, and community are 
resilient!

It is my honor to have served 
this community for the last 10 
years as the District’s Assistant 
Superintendent for Business 
Services and Superintendent.  
After 27 years of public service, 
I plan to retire at the end of this 
school year, effective June 30, 

2022.  Throughout my time in 
Phoenix Elementary, we have 
accomplished so much. We 
developed a comprehensive 
strategic plan, a vision and 
pathway for equity, and 
completed a first-ever curriculum 

audit, paving the way for 
academic success.  We focused 
on being an inclusive and 
transparent leadership team, 
building relationships with our 
staff and community.  We have 
an excellent business partnership 
program, and connect with social 
service agencies to ensure support 
to our students and their families.  
Our surrounding community 
continues to support the district 
by overwhelmingly passing bond 
and override elections, which 
enable the district to provide 
outstanding programs for 
students; to purchase new buses, 
vehicles, and new classroom 
furniture; and to remodel schools 
to increase safety and security 
measures.  

We realized the need to improve 
our network infrastructure which 
put us in a great position as we 
shifted to online learning on a 
moment’s notice.  We even broke 
the Guinness World Record for 
having the largest game of tag!  

Thank you for your support 
of Phoenix Elementary.  I am 
incredibly proud to have worked 
alongside the Phoenix #1 staff, 
and I am excited to see the 
continued progress and success 
of Arizona’s first public school 
district…

Phoenix Elementary School 
District!  

Sincerely,

Dr. Larry Weeks 
CEO/Superintendent
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MEET THE GOVERNING BOARD
The Phoenix Elementary School District is governed by a five-member Governing Board elected by registered 
voters of the district to four-year terms.  Governing Board members include:  Carmen Trujillo, President; 
Jessica Bueno, Vice President; Regional A. Carrillo, Dr. Elora Diaz, and Dr. Alicia Vink.  The Governing Board 
generally meets twice per month, on the second and fourth Thursdays, at the Phoenix Elementary School 
District Office/Emerson Court at 1817 N. 7th Street, in the Governing Board Room. Meetings begin at 6:15 p.m.

Carmen Trujillo
President

Jessica Bueno
Vice President

Dr. Elora Diaz
Member

Dr. Alicia Vink
Member

Regional Carrillo
Member

TWO SCHOOLS CELEBRATE THEIR CENTENNIALS
It’s not every day we experience a 100th anniversary or birthday, but 
two Phoenix #1 schools recently celebrated their 100th anniversaries!

The historic Kenilworth School celebrated this milestone in September 
2020.  Even though school was closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the school held a birthday bash drive-through for students, parents, and 
community members.  Principal Anthony Pietrangeli posted a Facebook 
challenge to Kenilworth families asking students and parents to share 
100 reasons why Kenilworth is the greatest school, and the community 
met that challenge and created a list of the top 100 reasons why 
Kenilworth is great.  Since the challenge was met, Principal Pietrangeli 
received his first hair-cut during the pandemic and shaved an image 
of the school building into his hair, compliments of former student 
Abraham Calvillo of Que Suave Barber.

Emerson School celebrated its 100th anniversary in February 2022 by 
hosting a community-wide fair.  To honor the school’s 100-year legacy, 
Emerson, in partnership with the Arizona Sustainability Alliance 
and nearly 100 volunteers, planted 100 trees and plants for future 
generations to enjoy.  In addition, guests enjoyed an outdoor school 
health fair with music, food, and activities.  As part of the festivities, 
second and third graders performed an original song written for the 
anniversary, students read winning essays detailing what they love 
about Emerson School, and Emerson alumni returned to campus to dig 
up a time capsule.  

We are proud of our schools’ rich history and traditions!

Kenilworth School celebrates 
its 100th anniversary.

Volunteers plant a tree at Emerson 
School to celebrate its 100th anniversary.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF  
PHOENIX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
by: Donna Reiner

Phoenix was barely a stop on the road to 
California back in 1870 with its meager 
population of about 240 residents. But those 
240 residents had children. And children 
needed schooling. Thus, a persuasive group 
of citizens went before the Arizona Territorial 
Legislative Assembly in 1871, and the results 
are the story of Phoenix Elementary Schools 
District #1.

Authorized in May of 1871, the district 
scrambled to find a teacher and a site for the school. Hancock’s store on the northwest corner of First 
and Washington streets had a large room. Check off a place. Teacher, Mr. Jean Rudolph Darroche, 
hired, and 20 students eager to attend. The first day of school in 1871? November 27th!

The district wasted no time in formally organizing a board of trustees and deciding to build a 
schoolhouse on donated property (the block where you will find the San Carlos Hotel and Security 
Building). By January 1873, the students trooped into the new school building fondly called, The 
Little Adobe. After all, that was the building material.

As Phoenix grew, so did the school population. The district responded by building bigger buildings 
and eventually more. In some ways, it was difficult to keep up with the growth of Phoenix and also 
determining where would be the best location for new schools. Eleven schools were built from 1900 
to 1919. And twelve in the next decade although some replaced a few that had been built the previous 
ten years.

Segregation was present in Phoenix, and consequently, Phoenix Elementary School District 
constructed schools specifically for the city’s Black population. Following the Supreme Court ruling 
of Brown vs. The Board of Education, the schools continued operation, but were integrated.

Following WWII, the student growth within the district’s boundary encouraged the building of more 
schools or upgrading older buildings. But by the 1970s, the decline in enrollment forced the closure 
of a number of the inner-city sites.  Nevertheless, the district is more than the buildings, a number 
of which are listed on the National Register of Historic Places and/or the Phoenix Historic Property 
Register. What about the students and teachers and how the schools were named?

Ann Ott and Grace Court were both named after former principals. Several, like Booker T. 
Washington, Dunbar, and Bethune were named after significant Blacks. Others were named after US 
presidents, American writers or local women. Herrera was named after a man who was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for his heroism during WWII.

Delving into old newspapers and history books reveal that Jackson Pollock, the well-known artist, 
attended 6th grade at Monroe School. And the late Senator Barry Goldwater and former Phoenix 
Mayor Margaret Hance attend Kenilworth School. But did you know that the destroyer USS Oscar 
Austin, which was launched in 1998, was named after a graduate of Booker T. Washington School? 
Austin was posthumously awarded a Medal of Honor during Vietnam.

Yes, from those humble beginnings of one school, one teacher, and 20 students, at 150 years old, 
Phoenix Elementary School District #1 currently has 15 schools, 385 teachers plus 581 administrators 
and support staff, and 5,191 students!

Donna Reiner is the co-author of three books on Phoenix history

Photo of Old Adobe School circa 1871
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PHOENIX #1 CELEBRATES ITS SESQUICENTENNIAL

The District recently held its 
150th Anniversary Celebration 
with a communitywide picnic 
at Margaret T. Hance Park.  
Hundreds of people joined us 
for a day of fun and celebrating 
Phoenix #1 including legislators, 
city council members, former 
superintendents and governing 
board members, and our 
community. 

All 15 schools hosted booths 
with hands-on activities for 
children and we had a number 
of community partner booths 

including Arizona Barrio Stories, 
Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport, 
Harmon Library, Fossil Crates, 
Phoenix Youth Circus Arts, Grand 
Canyon University with mascot 
Thunder, Peter Piper Pizza, 
GenTech, SciTech Institute with 
mascot Nova the Gecko, Japanese 
Friendship Garden, Wesley Center 
providing COVID vaccinations, 
a WAYMO vehicle, our own 
Child Nutrition bus, and former 
Shaw student and staff member 
Desiree Figueroa performed with 
Mariachi Juvenil de mi Tierra.  

Mayor Gallego even presented 
the district with a proclamation 
proclaiming Saturday, 
March 26, 2022, as Phoenix 
Elementary School District #1 
Sesquicentennial Day!  

Visit our website at  
phxschools.org/150-picnic  
to view our celebration photo 
galleries.  

Photos provided by Danny Upshaw, 
unheardharmony.com

http://phxschools.org/150-picnic
http://unheardharmony.com


Inside Phoenix #1 | Spring 20226

MAYOR HONORS DISTRICT’S 150th ANNIVERSARY
Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego and Councilmembers Yassamin Ansari and Carlos Garcia proclaimed  
March 26, 2022, Phoenix Elementary School District #1 Sesquicentennial Day by presenting a proclamation to 
Superintendent Weeks and the Governing Board in honor of the district’s 150th Anniversary. 

CIT Y OF PHOENIX 
PROCL AMATION

Phoenix Elementary School District #1 became Arizona’s first and oldest free public school district, on May 
15, 1871.  The first class was held later that year on November 27, 1871, thus providing a free school system 
for children in Phoenix, Arizona.

Throughout its history Phoenix Elementary School District #1 has persevered through many challenges 
such as global pandemics, wars, economic shocks, and changing environmental and social conditions.

Just as the mythical Phoenix, Phoenix Elementary School District #1 continues to rise by offering hope, 
positivity, and new beginnings through quality education for all children who walk through their doors 
each day.

The school district is committed to providing rigorous learning environments, creating engaging 
community schools, ensuring equitable access and success for every student, and engaging families and 
community members in their mission of inspiring every child to achieve for its next 150 years.

Today, Phoenix Elementary School District #1 celebrates its 150-year anniversary and commits to 
continuing its long-standing history of offering an exceptional education for our future leaders.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, KATE GALLEGO, Mayor of the City of Phoenix, Arizona in accordance with the 
law, do hereby proclaim March 26, 2022, as

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT#1 SESQUICENTENNIAL DAY
in the City of Phoenix and urge all Phoenicians to join us in celebrating Phoenix Elementary School District 
#1 and all its staff for their perseverance and enormous impact they have had on the children of Phoenix.
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PHOENIX #1 SCHOOLS

Bethune School
1310 S. 15th Ave. | Phoenix, AZ 85007 
602.257.3830

Capitol School
330 N. 16th Ave. | Phoenix, AZ 85007 
602.257.3835

Dunbar School
707 W. Grant St. | Phoenix, AZ 85007 
602.257.3844

Edison School
804 N. 18th Street | Phoenix, AZ 85006 
602.257.3848

Emerson School
915 E. Palm Lane | Phoenix, AZ 85006 
602.257.3853

Faith North Preschool
910 E. Washington St. | Phoenix, AZ 85034 
602.257.3901

Garfield School
811 N. 13th St. | Phoenix, AZ 85006 
602.257.3863

Heard School
2301 W. Thomas Rd. | Phoenix, AZ 85015 
602.257.3880

Herrera School for the Arts & Dual Language
1350 S. 11th Street | Phoenix, AZ 85034 
602.257.3885

Kenilworth School
1210 N. 5th Ave. | Phoenix, AZ 85003 
602.257.3889

Lowell School
1121 S. 3rd Ave. | Phoenix, AZ 85003 
602.257.3902

Magnet Traditional School
2602 N. 23rd Ave. | Phoenix, AZ 85009 
602.257.6281

Phoenix iAcademy (Online School)
602.257.2901

Shaw Montessori School
123 N. 13th St. | Phoenix, AZ 85034 
602.257.3914

Whittier School
2000 N. 16th St. | Phoenix, AZ 85006
602.257.3925

NOW ENROLLING STUDENTS 
FOR FALL 2022!
Free Preschool for 3 and 4-Year-Olds

Enroll Your 3 or 4-Year-Old for Free Preschool Classes.  
Convenient locations throughout downtown Phoenix. 

PHOENIX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT’S PRESCHOOL 
PROGRAM: 

• Prepares children for kindergarten
• Offers a dual-language program
• Develops students’ social, emotional, and critical thinking skills 

through developmentally appropriate indoor/outdoor play 
• Offers an inclusive learning environment that sparks creativity 

and imagination 
• Serves nutritious snacks

Enroll now for August 2022. Call Faith North Preschool at  
602-257-3901 for enrollment information. To enroll, you will need 
your child’s (1) birth certificate, (2) immunization record, and (3) 
proof of residence.

Enroll Your 5-Year-Old for Free Full-Day Kindergarten 

Will your child be five years old by September 1?  If so, now is 
the time to enroll your child for kindergarten.  Our free full-day 
kindergarten provides a deeper understanding of language arts, 
with a focus on the literacy elements of phonics, vocabulary, 
comprehension, science and social studies. It also provides an 
enriched experience in the arts.

To enroll your child for full-day kindergarten, please visit 
the school of your choice or call 602-523-5757 to talk with an 
enrollment specialist.

Don’t Wait...Enroll Today Spaces Fill Up Quickly!
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residents, parents, and students of the 
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WHAT DOES 150 YEARS LOOK LIKE?
From a one-room classroom located in the county 
courtroom, to a district now serving students in the 
fifth largest city in the nation.  View our journey 
through a historic timeline, fun facts, and more.

To learn more about Phoenix #1’s 150th 
Anniversary, visit  
www.phxschools/150th or scan the QR code to learn about the 
history of Phoenix #1.

COMING SOON … PHOENIX #1 FAMILY CENTER
We are proud to announce the grand opening of the Phoenix #1 Family Center.  The Center is designed as a 
collaborative, inclusive space where families can share their talents and ideas, receive support, make social 
connections, and participate in education opportunities.  The Center will open in August or September 2022 on 
the Kenilworth campus and will provide 
hands-on family workshops, adult  
education classes, family events,  
community resources and referrals,  
computer and internet access, and more!

Want to receive up-to-date information on 
the Family Center, visit  
www.phxschools.org/family-center  
to join our mailing list!

http://phxschools.org
http://www.phxschools/150th
http://www.phxschools.org/family-center

